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Malaysian Culture Group
From Helen to Janet,
The hand-off is done.
While it may look different,
It’s rather efficient.
Full of links to the news,
And more links to reviews.
Newsletter and website,
Together as one.

Janet Tufts, Editor

President’s Message
Dear MCG Members,
After a lot of traveling I enjoy being at home and able to
join the lectures. It is always fascinating to hear what
passionate people do to keep the indigenous cultures
alive. Reita Rahim surprised me with her lecture Natural
Beads of Indigenous Malaysia on the 22nd of April. She
and her team have worked hard to earn the trust of the
indigenous people in Sarawak and Peninsular Malaysia
to record what is almost lost: the use and making of
natural beads. Reita helps the Orang Asal, one of the
indigenous minority groups, to achieve a better living by
selling their products. I am pleased to report that sales
at the Meritz were good and that we donated the
proceeds from the lecture to her organization Gerai OA,
a nomadic volunteer-run stall that sells handicrafts
made by Orang Asal.

Coming up…
A MCG member shares her knowledge
about textiles of Southeast Asia
June 10 ~ 10:00 a.m. ~ The Meritz
To register: http://anyvite.com/w4rxlpzaaj

Reviews…
“Wither Malaysia?” presented by prominent
journalist and writer, Rehman Rashid, at the
AGM on April 8
- Chrissie Kemp
I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for
Education and Was Shot by the Taliban by
Malala Yousafzai with Christina Lamb
- Alejandra Barbosa
Celebrating the Day of the Tamilian New
Year at the Temple of Fine Arts in Brickfields on
April 14
- Michelle Speed & Rupa Shah
Natural Beads of Indigenous Malaysia, a talk
by Reita Rahim, founder of GeraiOA, on April 22
- Natalia Gutierrez

‘No shows’ at recent lectures has become a point of
concern (10 for Natural Beads; 17 for White Rajas of
Sarawak). I would kindly ask that if you confirm your
attendance but then are unable to make it, please
change the RSVP to NO or send an email to
mcgklevents@gmail.com, with at least 2 days notice.
As you can see, we have a new newsletter. We also
have an up-to-date website. A sincere thanks to the
Communications Team for all their efforts in developing
these highly integrated and steamlined communication
tools. At a time when volunteer hours are scarce, we
have done well to make use of current technology to
reduce and simplify. We hope you are pleased with the
results.
Enjoy the MCG activities! Alexius
The MCG Committee remains steadfastly committed to ensuring that the MCG meets the needs of our members. If you have any questions or
feedback, please feel free to contact any of the Committee members by email. Yours in service of Malaysian culture!
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